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Alumni Testimonials 
David Marques  

Middle School Teacher (2005 - 2006) 

I can't say enough good things about BECA and 

SJBS.  I loved getting to know the families of my stu-

dents, and in turn having them take care of me and 

my fellow volunteers as if we were their own. There 

was definitely a great family feel around the BECA 

program as well as at our school, which was created 

through a parent -led process.  If you're simply look-

ing to travel, work on your Spanish, and take it easy, I 

encourage you to look elsewhere out of respect for 

our students. If you're open to new beginnings and 

have a strong desire to serve others and get your 

world view in order, definitely check out BECA. 

Jonathan Giftos  

First Grade Teacher (2003 -2004) 

I taught First Grade and co-facilitated a family literacy 

program. I greatly enjoyed my experience; the com-

munity is very strong, the accommodations are sim-

ple and authentic, and the work is very rewarding. 

Volunteering through BECA was probably the hard-

est thing I've ever done, but it's an experience I will 

never forget! 

Jasmine Roberts  

Kinder Teacher, Administrator (2005 -2007) 

During my time at SJBS, I truly came to be part of the 

BECA family. I felt surrounded by support from my 

fellow team members, the community members, and 

the BECA administration and alumni. And of course, 

by the love that the little kids showered upon me 

daily! Throughout the year, I felt both challenged and 

empowered to contribute my talent and energy to 

the school, the community, and to BECA.  I hold a 

special place in my heart for the children at SJBS and 

their families. 

 

If you would like to discuss short-term or 

long-term volunteer opportunities or request 

additional information about our efforts, 

please e-mail BECA Director Laurence Birdsey 

at lbirdsey@becaschools.org or call us at the 

phone number above. 

 

BECA is a U.S. registered 501(c)(3) non-profit 

organization. All donations are tax deductible 

to the full extent of the law.  
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